1  like  to 

listen  to 
Moranv 


Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


What's  in  the 
Record 

Islam  grouMig  in  U.S. 


gr^^  in 
Dii^^ns 


Just  for  t|K  Record 


Sunday  SdKol  lessons 


Published  Since  1877 


August  28, 2003 
Vol.  127 
No.  29 


>ooooS 

30  CO  O  * 

n>  + 
m*o  o»  * 
h  ro  * 
«n  ob* 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  HISTORICAL 

LIBRARY  AND  ARCHIVES 

NaoMH*,  Hmvmm**  SEP  03  2003 


CPC  turning  mothers  from  abortions 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Ruby  Mullins  has  a  batting  average 
that  would  make  a  Major  League  All-Star 
green  with  envy.  Mullins,  director  of  the 
Crisis  Pregnancy  Center  at  Winston 
Association  in  Louisville,  has  convinced 
every  woman  who  has  entered  counsel¬ 
ing  at  the  center  that  abortion  is  not  the 
answer  to  a  crisis  pregnancy. 

In  baseball,  that's  known  as  "batting 
one  thousand."  In  other  words,  her  record 
is  perfect.  She  gets  a  hit  every  time  she 
comes  up  to  bat.  She  always  comes 
through  for  her  team  —  and  her  Savior. 

"Since  October  of  last  year,  we  have  seen 
19  women  from  this  area.  There  have  been  no 
abortions.  Six  boys  and  four  girls  have  been 
bom.  Eight  of  the  women  prayed  to  receive 
Christ,  and  six  recommitted  their  lives  to 
Christ,"  said  Mullins,  whose  husband  Mike 
pastors  West  End  Church  in  Louisville. 

Mullins  has  a  formula  for  reaching  out  to 
a  woman  who  find  herself  in  the  midst  of  a 

crisis  pregnancy.  "We  find  out  about  her _ 

personal  fife,  her  social  life,  and  her  spiritu-  TINY  BABIES  —  Paul  Blanchard  director  for  Winston  Association  in  Louisville, 

al  life.  We  always  present  die  Gospel  on  the  and  Ruby  Mullins,  direcfcMMf  dje  association's  Crisis  Pregnancy  Center,  inspect  the  tiny  plastic 
first  visit.  We  let  her  know  we  love  her  and  models  of  babies  that  Mullins  uses  to  counsel  pregnant  women  on  the  various  stages  of  fetal 
her  baby,  and  we  let  her  know  that  having  development.  Mullins  and  the  Crisis  Pregnancy  Center,  which  receives  financial  support  from 
her  baby  is  the  right  decision,"  she  said.  individuals,  churches  and  the  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering,  have  been  highly  suc- 

Pressure  from  parents  and  boyfriends  cessful  in  convincing  women  not  to  abort  their  babies.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

are  the  two  main  reasons  women  consider  - ; - ; - - — —  7  “  ~ 

abortions,  Mullins  points  out.  "We  don't  ates  from  high  school,"  Mullins  said,  than  we  realized,  but  our  churches  under- 
deal  with  argumentative  boyfriends  or  Thus  a  ministry  channel  has  been  opened  stand  the  importance  of  the  ministry  and 
parents.  We  just  ask  them  to  leave.  It's  the  to  the  girl's  entire  family.  are  supporting  it,"  he  said, 

woman  who  is  most  affected  by  her  crisis  "The  rewards  of  this  ministry  are  Blanchard  also  credits  gifts  to  the 
pregnancy,  and  she's  the  one  we  want  to  awesome.  I  get  to  see  jgirls'  lives  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering  as 
reach  first,"  she  explained.  changed  because  of  Jesus.  I  teach  total  being  instrumental  m  the  operation  of  the 

That's  not  to  say  boyfriends  and  parents  sexual  abstinence  until  marriage,  and  I  Crisis  Pregnancy  center.  He  applied  for  an 
are  pushed  aside.  "I  counseled  a  pregnant  get  to  see  them  change  their  focus  in  life  associational  mission  project  grant  that  has 
girl  who  is  a  junior  in  high  school.  She  is  an  for  the  better,"  Mullins  said.  been  part  of  the  offenng  for  several  years, 

*A"  student  and  star  basketball  player.  Her  Her  youngest  client  at  the  Crisis  and  the  center  received  $2,500  m  2002  and 

goal  is  to  become  a  lawyer.  When  she  first  Pregnancy  Center  has  been  age  12;  the  $3,000  in  2003  from  the  offering, 
came  to  the  Crisis  Pregnancy  Center,  she  eldest  client  has  been  age  48.  "Most  are  14-  Thanks  to  personal  gifts,  church  sup- 
told  me  her  life  was  over,  she  had  been  17  years  of  age,"  she  said.  PorL  and  tbe  state  mission  offering,  the 

taken  off  the  basketball  team,  which  was  Mullins  works  with  six  volunteers,  who  Crisis  Pregnancy  is  fully  funded  without 
her  hope  for  a  college  scholarship.  She  help  with  counseling,  doctor's  appoint-  having  to  draw  on  the  association  s 
thought  her  world  had  ended.  ments,  social  services,  and  job  searches.  The  resources,  he  pointed  out. 

"I  talked  with  her  and  set  up  a  schedule  ministry  crosses  denominational  and  racial  "I  want  to  thank  everyone  who  gave  to 
of  future  visits,  which  always  includes  lines  to  help  women  in  need,  she  said.  the  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission 

Bible  study.  I  asked  her  not  only  to  read  the  Paul  Blanchard,  missions  director  for  Offering.  The  gifts  to  the  offering  have 
Bible  passages  but  to  report  on  the  mean-  Winston  Association,  said  the  visibility  of  had  a  part  in  making  women  s  lives  bet- 
ing  of  the  passages.  When  she  read  about  the  Crisis  Pregnancy  Center  has  increased  ter,"  said  Blanchard,  who  recently  wrote 
Jesus  being  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  tremendously  since  the  association's  every  Winston  Association  church  to 
she  accepts!  Christ  and  made  the  decision  administrative  assistant,  Robbie  Linley,  point  out  the  importance  of  giving  to 
not  to  abort  her  baby.  served  as  the  first  director  beginning  m  state  missions. 

"Her  grandmother  called  me  not  long  2001.  "It  grew  almost  overnight.  It  got  to  be  "I  have  no  reservations  whatsoever 
after  that  and  told  me  she  had  noticed  a  too  much  for  Robbie  to  handle  along  with  about  what  I'm  domg.  I  don  t  care  what 
complete  change  of  attitude  in  her  grand-  her  other  responsibilities,"  he  said.  people  think.  These  women  need  hope, 

daughter  The  girl  gave  birth  to  her  baby,  "The  Crisis  Pregnancy  Center  has  prob-  and  that  hope  is  Jesus  Chnst.  This  ministry 
is  back  in  school,  playing  basketball,  and  ably  been  the  greatest  ministry  this  associ-  has  found  a  home;  it's  not  gomg  any- 
will  be  going  to  college  when  she  gradu-  ation  has  ever  started.  It's  more  expensive  where,"  she  said. 
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Special  section  inside 


When  a  person  is  a  ’person 


The  Mississippi  Supreme  Court 
last  week  aealt  a  plow  to  pro- 
abortion  supporters  when  the 
justices  ruled  6-2  in  an  otherwise  unre¬ 
markable  case  that  an  unborn  baby  is 
indeed  a  "person”  under  state  law.  Now, 
to  those  of  us  not  attuned  to  the  arcane 
legal  debates  and  sophisticated 

Manhattan  salon  chatter  that  arise  over 
such  matters,  that  may  seem  like  a  logi¬ 
cal  conclusion  —  but  don't  look  for  tne 
pro-abortion  crowd  to  take  this  ruling 
with  good  humor. 

In  an  apparent  attempt  to  frighten  and 

■  contuse  people  (as  well  as  avoid 
speaking  directly  to  the 

Mississippi  court's  ruling), 
Sandra  Goldschein,  state  strate¬ 
gies  attorney  for  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  invoked  tHfe 
U.S.  Supreme  Court's  hoary  Roe  v. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Wade  ruling  in  1973  that  legalized 
abortion  in  America.  "Anytime 
the  fetus  is  recognizable  as  a  per¬ 
son  it  chips  away  at  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  Roe,"  she  told  the  Jackson 
Clarion  Ledger  newspaper. 

Take  heart.  Today  there  is  so 
much  physical,  medical,  and  tech¬ 
nological  evidence  of  die  person- 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Supreme  Court. 

ed  down  We  can  stop  debating  when  life  tech- 
majority  nically  begins  so  it  can  be  ended  before 
"a  rattier  that  point.  We  can  do  away  with  the 
swell  as  ghastly  infanticide  of  fully-developed. 
Full-term  babies.  We  can  shut  down 
lalepre-  abortion  clinics,  the  American  moral 
le  with  equivalent  of  Nazi  gas  chambers. 

,  "...we  Can  it  happen?  Will  our  beloved  state 
ty  spro-  and  country  one  day  be  free  of  legal  abor¬ 
ts  from  tion?  The  answer  is  yes,  if  we  work  tire¬ 
lessly  toward  that  result  and  continue  to 
simpler  raise  up  leaders  like  Jim  Smith,  Kay  Cobb, 
on  to  be  and  the  others  who  are  willing  to  take  a 
:eption,"  stand  toward  justice  for  the  unborn, 
ing  legal  Baptists  can  lead  the  way  in  Mississippi, 
vay  with  and  Mississippi  can  lead  the  way  in 
of  fetal  America.  Generations  yet  to  exist  will  one 
medical  day  thank  us,  if  we  do. 
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By  Janet  Green,  member 

First  Church,  Florence 

Native  Americans  require  special  ministry 
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d,  more  missionary  or  pastor  with 
g  scene  at  whom  you're  partnering  can 
provide  a  lot  of  this  cultural 
younger  information, 
and  First  •  Prepare  for  the  need. 
Zanada  is  Meeting  the  physical  needs  of 
pier  and  the  tribe  is  one  of  the  best  ways 
nan  ever,  to  reach  the  people  for  Christ. 
r  younger  While  this  may  take  extra 
;  off  me  preparation,  die  result  could  be 
exposing  nearts  open  to  the  Gospel, 
ways  of  •  Prepare  for  a  long-term 
r  the  truth  partnership  with  your  contact 
hile  other  and  a  long-term  relationship 
taying  on  with  the  tribal  people.  Native 
ig  to  find  Americans  ana  First  Nations 
eer  noted,  groups  are  not  objectives  on  a 
for  them  checklist;  they  should  be  on 
anity,"  he  your  list  of  long-term  friend- 
mystique  ships.  Go  with  the  idea  that 
Cherokee,  this  is  going  to  take  a  while, 
roming  a  Yearly  trips  are  often  neces- 
out."  Still  sary  to  really  begin  to  share  in 
ik  they're  the  vision  of  the  missionary 
e  religion  or  pastor  on  the  reservation 
tigh  their  and  to  really  make  a  lasting 
God  con-  impact  on  the  people  there, 
he  hearts  •  Take  the  ministry  home 


The  executive  director  of  Mississippi  Baptist's  Christian  Action 


Commisson  escapes  serious  injury  in  a  late  evening,  head-on  colli¬ 
sion  in  Webster  County.  Paul  G.  Jones  II  was  returning  to  Jackson 
when  he  was  struck  by  a  Suzuki  Sidekick  sport  utility  vehicle. 


For  the  first  time,  a  church  in  die  U.S.  says  it  will  break  the  law  by  not 
withholding  federal  taxes  from  employees  who  object  to  military  spend¬ 
ing.  Members  of  the  General  Conference  of  die  Mennonite  Church  say 
that  the  tax  violates  their  pacifist  beliefs. 


Blanche  Ramsay  of  Ocean  Springs,  writes  die  editor  of  The  Baptist 
Record:  "You  know  nothing;  you  should  see  how  ungodly  the  people  live 
here  on  the  coast,  old  gray-haired  grandmothers  going  everywhere  in 
shorts  or  bathing  suits  —  thinking  nothing  of  it." 


The  Bapttst  Rhcord 


Speaker:  retreat  of  church  tracks  Islam  rise 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  progress  to  Islamicize 
Islam  is  rising  in  America  not  America  and  the  West," 
because  of  its  strength,  but  said  Ellis,  noting  that  since 
because  of  the  retreat  of  the  1973  the  Organization  of 
church  —  and  if  the  religion  Islamic  Conference  has 
founded  by  Muhammad  1,400  spent  about  $105  billion  in 
years  ago  continues  to  grow  at  this  effort,  much  of  it 
its  current  rate,  there  will  be  funded  by  Middle  East  oil 
more  Muslims  than  Christians  revenues, 
in  every  major  U.S.  city  by  2020.  If  this  troubles 

Christians,  as  it  should, 
they  need  not  look  at 
Islam's  success,  but  at 
Christianity's  failure,  Ellis 


Those  observations  were 
voiced  by  Islam  expert  Carl 
Ellis  during  the  Aug.  15-17  Islam's  success. 

National  Conference  on  Islam  < _ _ 

cosponsored  by  LifeWay  said.  “The  church  in  T  ..  --f* | 

Christian  Resources  and  the  America  has  reduced  the  I.?  fc.yj  i  _ ,  I  “  ’  * 

North  American  Mission  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom  to 

Board's  interfaith  evangelism  peddling  personal  fire  ‘ 

team  at  LifeWay's  Ridgecrest  insurance.  As  talk  to 

(N.C.)  Conference  Center.  Muslims  who  have  left  CLASH  OF  SYMBOLS — The  meeting  between  the  symbc 

Ellis  is  co-founder  of  Project  the  church,  I  find  that  ancj  |s|am  jn  c|ose  proximity  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  is  repr 
Joseph,  an  effort  to  educate  the  they  don't  feel  the  church  face_0ff  between  the  two  religions  worldwide.  (BP  photo) 

church  about  contemporary  addresses  their  issues  and - - — ; - .  .  - —  ~  ; 

issues.  An  expert  on  Islam  who  needs  —  yet  the  Bible  speaks  to  salvation  ■  with  the  possible  People  ust 

travels  around  die  world  and  every  one  of  them."  exception  of  dying  in  jihad.  would  never  t« 

speaks  extensively  on  the  sub-  Two  axioms  must  guide  While  many  Muslims  ultimate-  Minor,  whei 
ject,  he  was  among  the  confer-  Christian  thinking  about  Islam,  ly  embrace  the  Gospel  because  churches  or  R 
ence's  featured  speakers.  Ellis  said.  First,  Islam  is  a  sys-  of  its  message  of  God  s  grace.  But  today  this 

-Islam  is  the  fastest-growing  tern,  while  Muslims  are  people.  Ellis  said  the  church  has  not  Turkey  is  a  Mi 
religion  in  the  world,  with  1.2  Christians  must  challenge  Islam  adequately  prepared  believers  The  same 
billion  devotees,  with  Ellis  and  love  Muslims.  Second,  there  to  share  that  message.  We  North  Africa 
reporting  its  growth  at  2.75%  per  are  three  things  a  Muslim  has  no  have  neglected  the  teachings  of  reigns  today.  ( 
year.  By  some  accounts,  Muslims  defense  against  —  the  prayers  of  the  Bible.  I  suspect  Islam  is  ris-  America  is  saf 
will  overtake  the  current  1.8  bil-  the  saints,  the  love  of  the  saints  ing,  not  because  of  the  strength  nation? 
lion  Christians  by  2020.  and  the  wise  application  of  the  they  have,  but  because  of  the  Still,  Ellis  is 

In  America,  where  there  are  Word  of  God  to  tneir  core  issues,  retreat  of  the  church."  if  Christians  rel 

an  estimated  7  million  follow-  "I  find  among  Muslims  a  sin-  Ellis  said  what's  happening  embrace  and  < 
ers,  Islam  is  growing  at  a  six-  cere  desire  to  be  right  with  God  in  America  —  the  decline  of  the  in  loving  dialc 
percent  annual  rate.  White  —  especially  among  American  church  —  is  what  already  has  message  will 
Americans  are  the  fastest-  converts,"  Ellis  said,  noting  that  happened  in  other  parts  of  the  well"  of  Islam. 

growing  segment  of  U.S.  Islam,  he  has  personally  seen  more  world.  "People  used  to  say  - 

and  80-85%  of  all  U.S.  Muslims  than  1,800  leave  Islam  and  Islam  would  never  take  hold  in 

consider  themselves  former  place  their  trust  in  Christ,  often  the  Holy  Land  because  LifeWay  and , 

Christians.  If  present  trends  at  great  risk  to  their  lives  since  Christianity  was  too  strong,  second  Nationa 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  (BP) 
—  Alabama  Chief  Justice  Roy 
Moore  will  be  suspended  from 
his  position  for  1 0  days,  pend¬ 
ing  the  outcome  of  an  ethics 
complaint  for  refusing  to  follow 
a  federal  court  order  to  remove 
the  Ten  Commandments  monu¬ 
ment  he  ordered  installed  in 
the  Alabama  judicial  building 
in  2001. 

Moore  was  automatically 
suspended  with  pay  Aug.  22 
when  the  nine-member 
Alabama  Judicial  Inquiry 
Commission  referred  an  ethics 
complaint  against  Moore  to 
the  Court  of  the  Judiciary, 
which  holds  trial-like  proceed¬ 
ings  and  can  discipline  and 
remove  judges. 

Moore  has  been  steadfast  in 
his  refusal  to  remove  the 
5,300-pound  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  monument,  missing  the 
Aug.  20  deadline  given  by  fed¬ 
eral  Judge  Myron  Thompson. 


will  be  predominantly  Muslim  religion  is  a  capital  offense.  the  Mosque  of  Omar,  the  third  Gloneta  Conference  Center  in 
by  2020,  Ellis  warned.  Ellis  described  Islam  as  a  most  holy  place  in  Islam,  sits  New  Mexico.  For  more  informa- 

"We  must  understand  that  "works-righteousness  tread-  atop  the  ruins  of  the  temple  tion  or  to  register  online,  log  on  to 
there  is  a  comprehensive  plan  in  mill.  There  is  no  assurance  of  where  Jesus  taught.  ivww.lifeway.com/islam. 

Fundamentals  of  Islam  described  at  conference 

RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP) — Rudy  AD),  an  Arab  who  claimed  he  received  er  revelations  in  the  Bible  have  been  cor- 
Gonzalez,  Tal  Davis,  and  N.S.R.K.  Ravi  supernatural  revelations  from  God  (Allah)  rupted  by  Jews  and  Christians  and  are 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  North  American  through  the  angel  Gabriel.  These  revelations  therefore  untrustworthy. 

Mission  Board's  interfaith  evangelism  were  written  down  by  others  and  compiled 

_ . _ ,  into  a  book  called  the  Koran.  Islam  claims  Religious  Duties 

1.2  billion  followers  worldwide.  Every  Muslim  must  practice  at  least  five 

fundamental  religious  duties.  Known  as 
Purpose  the  Pillars  of  Islam,  they  are: 

The  ultimate  goal  of  many  Muslims  is  to  •  The  confession  of  faith  or  Shahada: 
||lp|j^K  extend  the  "Ummah"  (community  of  Islam)  "There  is  no  God  but  Allah,  and 

^  throughout  the  world  and  then  rule  it  Muhammad  is  his  prophet."  If  a  Muslim 

a  -  iiJBX  according  to  Islamic  law.  Islam  claims  to  be  repudiates  the  Shahada,  it  nullifies  his  or 

the  restoration  of  original  monotheism  and  her  hope  of  salvation, 
thus  supersedes  both  Judaism  and  •  Prayer  or  Salat.  The  Muslim  must 
Christianity.  Islamic  law  teaches  that  conver-  recite  prayers  while  facing  Mecca  five 
^  sion  may  be  achieved  through  persuasion  or  times  a  day. 

f  subjugation,  but  some  hold  that  if  these  fail,  •  The  observance  of  Ramadan,  a  month 

-yyffr  "infidels"  may  be  eliminated  if  necessary.  of  fasting  throughout  the  daylight  hours  to 


HAJ  PARTICIPANTS  —  Muslim 
women,  traditionally  consid¬ 
ered  second-class  citizens  in 
most  of  the  countries  where 
followers  of  Islam  are  in  politi¬ 
cal  control,  gather  and  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  annual  haj  pilgrim¬ 
age  to  the  holy  city  of  Mecca 
in  Saudi  Arabia.  (BP  photo) 


team  reviewed  various  facets  of  Islam 
during  the  National  Conference  on  Islam 
Aug.  15-17  at  the  LifeWay  Ridgecrest 
Conference  Center.  Their  recap  of  Islam: 
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State  Missions  O  i 

All  across  Mississippi  church-  K-'i'kX*' 
es  are  encouraged  and  chal-  '  w 

lenged  to  be  a  part  of  the  Week  of 
Prayer  for  State  Missions  and  the 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Missions 
Offering.  If  you  look  at  the  title 
of  this  article,  it  says  State 
Missions  O.  It  is  not  a  misprint 
or  malfunction.  While  I  would 
like  to  share  some  things  with 
you  about  the  offering,  more  trate  dimension 
importantly  I  would  like  to  share  our  state  and  so 
with  you  some  thoughts  about  wise  would  not 
the  O.  This  O  does  not  stand  for  I  call  it  the  S 
zero  -  nor  does  it  refer  to  because  virtually 
Offering.  Let  me  clarify.  the  offering  pe 

Possibly,  all  of  you  are  aware  proactive  and  or 
that  in  most  sports  like  football,  ously  and  by  de 
basketball,  or  baseball  people  our  world  with 
refer  to  the  different  phases  of  the  of  Jesus.  Just  th 
game  as  the  O  and  the  D.  The  O  difference  it  mal 
stands  for  the  offense  and  the  D  to  the  causes  tou 
stands  for  the  defense.  Just  the  Missions  Offerir 
other  day  I  heard  a  football  coach  ing  that  sustain; 
saying,  as  his  team  is  approach-  makes  it  possit 
ing  the  fall  football  season,  "Our  girls  to  come 
O  is  in  pretty  good  shape,  but  our  encampments  a 
D  is  the  real  strength  of  our  experience  with 
team."  Well  in  Mississippi  We  have  just 
Baptist  life  our  O  is  the  real  summer  campii 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


a.m.  on  Q< 
returning  to 
following  the 


money  will  help  undeigird  peo-  bless  you. 


this  offering  enable  us  to  pene-  the  life  of  some  young  person. 


Annuity  board  sets  new  medical  plans  for  2004 

_  .  .  .  •  a  .1  • _  .  »• _  _ _ _  _ -  ?  —  —  l-  J  , , 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (BP)  —  New  and  the  use  of  network  providers  by  paying  both  organizatio 
expanded  medical  plans  for  Southern  less  for  services  provided  by  out-of-net-  several  activitie 
Baptist  ministers,  church,  and  denomina-  work  providers.  For  example,  a  plan  that  healthy  lifestyles 
H r>nal  employees  and  seminary  students  pays  80%  of  the  cost  of  care  received  Tne  TBC  has 
will  be  offered  by  the  Annuity  Board  for  from  a  network  provider  might  pay  only  medical  claims  c 
2004.  The  new  plans  were  announced  by  50%  or  60%  for  the  same  service  received  Our  wellness  pi 
Annuity  Board  President  05.  Hawkins  from  an  out-of-network  provider.  aware  that  ever) 

and  trustees  of  the  Southern  Baptist  There  will  be  three  new  out-of-area  the  whole  grou 
Convention  entity  during  an  Aug.  4-5  plans  available  for  the  small  number  of  Garnett  ™Jgan,^ 

trustee  meeting  in  San  Francisco.  i - 

Benefits  of  the  new  '  J 
provider  organization  (PI 


their  health,  and  we're  already 
seeing  positive  results." 

Preventive  care  benefits  will  be 
available  in  all  of  the  core  PPO 
plans  for  2004.  New  features 
include  a  $250  benefit  per  person 


ANNUITY  BOARD 

OP  THE  SOUTHERN 
BAPTIST  CONVINTION 


include  copays  for  doctor's  office  vis-  klfaPr 
its,  a  variety  of  coinsurance  levels  and  |  jjp  |  £ 
deductibles  ranging  from  $0-  $3,000.  § 

Anyone  currently  participating  in  WmJJ 
one  of  the  Annuity  Board's  self- 
funded  medical  plans  will  be  I^HI 
required  to  select  a  new  plan  for  ^ — 

2004.  The  Annuity  Board  will  pro¬ 
vide  extensive  information  on  the  new 
plans  and  allow  existing  participants  to 
enroll  in  a  new  plan  for  2004  and  then  trans¬ 
fer  to  any  other  available  Annuity  Board 
plan  the  following  year  without  providing 
proof  of  good  health.  •  , 

Final  negotiations  are  underway  with  a 
major  national  PPO  network  to  provide  inel 
medical  plan  participants  in  select  areas 

with  a  choice  of  networks  beginning  Jan.  1.  ~~r-—  ■»  —  -  - - -  —  -  .  ,  .  • 

This  new  network,  along  with  the  PPO  net-  will  not  have  the  option  to  transfer  to  anoth- 

works  made  available  through  The  er] 

Principal  Financial  Group  (The  Principal), 
would  allow  more  than  99%  of  current 

Annuity  Board  medical  plan  participants  to  began  a  .  — — -  *  ~  ~  or 

access  PPO  doctors  and  healthcare  facilities.  Tennessee  Baptist  Convention  (TBC).  Oyer 
The  new  PPO  plans  will  encourage  I 


benefit  plan  will  provide  a  low-cost  coverage  nary  neart  disease  or  diaoetes 
option  for  those  who  might  not  otherwise  be  their  conditions  and  stay  hea 
able  to  afford  medical  coverage.  It  will  allow  care  management  also  will  tx 
employees  who  previously  would  have  been*  Details  on  the  new  medica 

r  ile  for  coverage  to  enroll  themselves  ing  rates,  will  be  mailed 
and  their  families  in  an  Annuity  Board  med-  Annuity  Board  medical  plan 
ical  plan,  but  those  in  the  limited  benefit  plan  mid-September.  Participants 

••<r  -  •  ■« - *-• —  *■-  * - c Personal  Plans  will  see  a  c 

plan  in  the  future.  three-tier  to  a  four-tier  ratin 

Wellness  has  been  a  major  focus  of  the  2004.  The  new  structure  giv 
Annuity  Board.  In  2002,  the  Annuity  Board  who  cover  two  or  more  chi 
pilot  wellness  program  with  the  their  spouse,  an  opportunity 

_ 4  Baptist  Convention  (TBC).  Over  The  next  scheduled  meet 

the  past  year  and  a  half,  employees  from  will  be  Nov.  3-4  in  Dallas. 
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RAs  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison 


Bible  Drill  Participants  of  Franklin  Church,  Flora 


RAs  of  Union  Church,  Brookhaven 


VBS  Participants  of  Glendale  Church,  Glenn 


Student  Life  Kids  Camp  participants  of  Wesson  Church,  Wesson 


I  &  II  Timothy 

The  Church:  Anticipating  the  Kingdom’s  Appearing 

We  are  excited  to  be  able  to  offer  you  a  January  Bible  Study 
Preview  Clinic  in  each  area  of  the  state  in  2003 

September  23 

Blue  Mountain  College,  Blue  Mountain  •  Dr.  Carl  White 
BSU,  Deha  State  University,  Cleveland  •  Dr.  Dean  Register 
Gulf  Coast  Association  Office,  Gulfport  •  Dr.  Les  Hughes 

September  24 

BSU,  Northwest  Mississippi  Community  College,  Senatobia  •  Dr.  Carl  White 
Garaywa,  Clinton  •  Dr.  Dean  Register 
William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg  •  Dr.  Les  Hughes 

September  25 

Central  Hills,  Kosciusko  •  Dr.  Carl  White 
Lauderdale  Association  Office,  Meridian  •  Dr.  Les  Hughes 
Pike  Association  Office,  McComb  •  Dr.  Dean  Register 

Registration  9:00  -  9:30  •  Conference  9:30  -  2:30  (Lunch  is  provided) 

Sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

For  more  information  call 
(800)  748-1651  or  (601)  292-3292. 


WOM  group  of  First  Church,  Jackson 


who  you  are  m  Christ,  you  wfl  open  your  heart  to 
then  wW  you  eee  the  treaeure  H*  Ha*  tor  you. 


A  Conference  Deei^ned  Especially  tor  7th  Grade  Thru 


Young  Ladle* 


Contact  the  Nations  Leading 

Deelgner,  Renovator, 
Builder,  and  Furnisher 


Worship  Loader 
Amy  Noble* 


irch.com 
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